1785]                          REFORM
had drawn near to the verge of civil war. In 1785 the t would have been peaceful and progressive. Pitt was to work by permissive methods, and to leave open the as to which of the rising industrial towns should gain chise as it was sold by the decaying boroughs. Such a advance seems to us that of a snail, and marked by ; slime. But we must remember that the brains of thai tion worked very slowly on political questions; for they had to do with a society which was to ours aln lake is to a torrent. Further, it is noteworthy that thi buy out the pocket boroughs was the chief recommen Pitt's measure to the House of Commons. Burke pn for thus gilding his pill; and Dundas's chief plea measure was that it did not outrage " the sacred inhei property." Alone among Pitt's supporters Bankes re these bartering methods. The attitude of the House £ remembered, as it bears on the question how far justified in buying off the opposition of the Irish holders and others who suffered by the Act of Union o Could Pitt have taken any further steps to ensure th of his Reform Bill? Mr. Lecky, followed in this historians, has maintained the affirmative. He avers making it a ministerial measure, Pitt could have brought on it all the influence of party discipline.1 To this i replied that Pitt's majority, though large, was very ind< As will appear in the next chapter, we find him writin could not then count on the support of many of his from one day to another. They had floated together wreckage of the Fox and North parties, and had as y<
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